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As we had to unexpectedly replace the Chancel Roof last year, we had to postpone any other 
work.  The work on the roof was only possible because we had a substantial grant from National 
Heritage Historic Churches Fund.  We also raised just over £2,000 by people “Sponsoring a Tile”, 
for which we are very grateful.  Because this was urgent work we postponed Phase three until 
2019.  This is mainly the repair of stonework on the lower level windows, all the high ones were 
done when we had the scaffolding up for phase two.  We already have a substantial sum towards 
the cost, but we do however, have to raise a further £18,000 to complete this phase and we are 
actively seeking grants from various charitable organisations. 
 
The special services at Easter, Harvest Festival, Remembrance Sunday and Christmas have been 
well attended and we are aware that a number of people visit the church during the day.  The 
Church is open every day, do visit the Book Swop or leave you donations to the Food Banks there.  
The Walking Nativity was enjoyed by a large number of people of all ages and set us all in the 
mood for Christmas.  We are very fortunate that there is a service in the church the first three 
Sundays in the month with the opportunity to join with the other Benefice congregations on the 
forth. Please see the notices at the gate or in the porch for details.  All are very welcome to join us.    
 
The Summer Fete is a highlight of the year when we raise funds for the upkeep of the church.  It 
costs just over £15,000 a year to maintain without the restoration work.  The fete this year is on 
Saturday 24th June starting at 1 pm with a BBQ and Pimm’s, in the Old Rectory Garden.  Please 
put this date in your diaries.  
 
We are most grateful to all those who work so hard to keep the church looking so beautiful and 
clean.  The Easter flowers are amazing and well worth a visit.  
 
The Rector, the Revd Stevie Cross is always willing to visit anyone who would like her to.  Please 
feel free to give her a ring at the Rectory, Byfield. 01327 260204. 
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